Coast Guard Offloads $3.1M 1in
Seized Cocaine, Transfers
Custody of 8 Smugglers
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The Coast Guard offloaded 330 pounds of seized cocaine and
transferred custody of eights suspected smugglers to Caribbean
Corridor Strike Force agents in San Juan, Puerto Rico Aug. 24.
U.S. COAST GUARD

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter
Legare and Caribbean Corridor Strike Force agents offloaded
330 pounds of seized cocaine Aug. 24 in San Juan, following
the interdiction of a smuggling vessel near Puerto Rico, the
Coast Guard 7th District said Aug. 25.
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The eight men apprehended in this case claimed to be Dominican
Republic nationals and are facing federal prosecution 1in
Puerto Rico. The seized contraband has an estimated wholesale
value of approximately $3.1 million.

Special Agents supporting the Caribbean Corridor Strike Force
are leading the investigation into this case. The apprehended
smugglers are facing federal prosecution in Puerto Rico on
drug smuggling criminal charges of conspiracy to possess with
intent to distribute a controlled substance aboard a vessel
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. The charges
carry a minimum sentence of 10 years imprisonment and a
maximum sentence of imprisonment for life.

During the late night hours of Aug. 16, the aircrew of a
Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine multi-role
enforcement aircraft detected a 25-foot suspect vessel north
of Isabela, Puerto Rico. During the interdiction, the
smugglers jettisoned multiple bales of suspected contraband
into the water. The Coast Guard Cutter Joseph Doyle stopped
the suspect vessel, apprehended eight men and recovered five
bales of the jettisoned cargo.

“This interdiction is an example of how successful interagency
cooperation can be through the use of our collective
resources,” said Lt. Cmdr. Charles Wilson, cutter Joseph Doyle
commanding officer. “Customs and Border Protection Caribbean
Air Marine Branch and the Coast Guard worked seamlessly to
detect and interdict this suspected narcotics trafficking
operation before it reached the shores of Puerto Rico.”

The seized contraband and the apprehended men were transferred
to the cutter Legare for their final transport to Puerto Rico.



