Coast Guard Station Fort
Lauderdale Interdicts Vessel
With Over $6M In Illicit

Narcotics

A U.S. Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale law enforcement
boat crew seized approximately 550 pounds of cocaine, worth an
estimated $6.3 million, from a suspected smuggling venture
near Port Everglades, March 22, 2025. (U.S. Coast Guard
photo)
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MIAMI — A U.S. Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale law
enforcement boat crew seized approximately 550 pounds of
cocaine, worth an estimated $6.3 million, from a suspected
drug smuggling venture near Port Everglades, Saturday.

The law enforcement crew took custody of the 36-foot vessel,
Bella Vita, and transferred the suspected smuggler to Coast
Guard Investigative Service agents ashore to face federal
prosecution.

“Protecting our maritime borders from illicit drug trafficking
and transnational criminal organizations remains one of our
highest priorities,” said Lt. Daniel Sunday, Coast Guard
Sector Miami‘s deputy enforcement chief. “The Coast Guard and
our federal, state and local law enforcement partners remain
vigilant in our shared efforts to keep our maritime borders
safe by preventing illicit narcotics from reaching our
communities.”

Law enforcement partners from Customs and Border Protection
Air and Marine Operations Southeast Region, Broward County
Sheriff’s Office, and Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office assisted in
the detection and interdiction.



