
Cutter  Diligence  Returns  to
Homeport after 60-Day Eastern
Pacific Ocean Patrol 

The  crew  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Diligence,  shown
conducting small boat training in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.
COAST GUARD / BM3 Cayne Wattigney
PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Diligence
returned to their homeport of Pensacola, Florida, Feb. 20
following  a  60-day  counter-drug  patrol  in  Eastern  Pacific
Ocean, the Coast Guard 8th District said Feb. 25. 

Partnering with three other Coast Guard cutters, Diligence
interdicted three suspected drug-smuggling vessels resulting
in the apprehension of 12 detainees and the interdiction of
more than 4,321 pounds of cocaine with a street value of
approximately $82 million. 
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“Diligence’s crew demonstrated professionalism, resilience and
perseverance while conducting complex high-speed boat pursuits
in the drug transit zone,” said Cmdr. Jared Trusz, Diligence’s
commanding officer. “I am honored to serve with and proud of
the  crew’s  superlative  efforts  that  directly  support  the
United States national security interests.” 

Numerous  U.S.  agencies  from  the  Departments  of  Defense,
Justice and Homeland Security cooperated in the effort to
combat transnational organized crime. The Coast Guard, Navy,
Customs  and  Border  Protection,  FBI,  Drug  Enforcement
Administration and Immigration and Customs Enforcement, along
with allied and international partner agencies, play a role in
counter-drug operations. 

The fight against drug cartels in the Eastern Pacific Ocean
requires  unity  of  effort  in  all  phases  from  detection,
monitoring  and  interdictions,  to  criminal  prosecutions  by
international  partners  and  U.S.  Attorneys’  Offices  in
districts across the nation. The law enforcement phase of
counter-smuggling operations in the Eastern Pacific Ocean is
conducted  under  the  authority  of  the  Coast  Guard  11th
District,  headquartered  in  Alameda,  California.  The
interdictions, including the actual boardings, are led and
conducted by members of the U.S. Coast Guard.  

The Diligence is a 210-foot medium-endurance cutter homeported
in  Pensacola  with  78  crewmembers.  The  cutter’s  primary
missions  are  counter-drug  operations,  migrant  interdiction,
enforcing  federal  fishery  laws  and  search  and  rescue  in
support  of  Coast  Guard  operations  throughout  the  Western
Hemisphere. 


