
Cutter  Mohawk  Completes  52-
day Eastern Pacific Counter-
Drug Patrol

During the patrol, the Mohawk made significant advances in
combating  transnational  criminal  organizations  and  stopped
more than 12,000 pounds of illicit drugs, valued at over $218
million. U.S. COAST GUARD
KEY WEST, Fla. — The Coast Guard Cutter Mohawk’s crew returned
to homeport Sunday, following a 52-day counter-drug deployment
throughout  the  Eastern  Pacific  Ocean  in  support  of  U.S.
Southern Command’s Joint Interagency Task Force South and the
Eleventh Coast Guard District, the Coast Guard 7th District
said in an Aug. 9 release.

During the patrol, the Mohawk made significant advances in
combating  transnational  criminal  organizations  and  stopped
more than 12,000 pounds of illicit drugs, valued at over $218
million. 

The cutter’s crew, with a deployed Coast Guard Helicopter
Interdiction  Tactical  Squadron  crew  and  MH-65  Dolphin
helicopter, interdicted seven vessels, apprehended more than
20  suspected  drug  smugglers  and  seized  11,416  pounds  of
cocaine  and  736  pounds  of  marijuana.  While  deployed,  the
Mohawk’s crew boarded five suspected drug smuggling vessels in
less than two days. Later in the deployment, the Mohawk’s crew
successfully  interdicted  two  separate  vessels  smuggling
cocaine and marijuana in less than a day. 

“I  am  extremely  proud  of  this  crew  and  all  they  have
accomplished,” said Cmdr. Andrew Pate, commanding officer of
the  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Mohawk.  “Despite  encountering  some
significant  equipment  and  logistics  challenges,  the  Mohawk
crew  rose  to  the  occasion  time  and  again,  demonstrating
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superior tactical proficiency and dedication to this joint
mission. Keeping a 30-year-old cutter fully mission capable
for two months in a harsh environment wouldn’t be possible
without partnerships on the water and unwavering support from
back home. Mohawk’s success in the Eastern Pacific Ocean is
reflective  of  an  increased  commitment  by  U.S.  and
international partners to detect, disrupt, and deter criminal
activity destabilizing the region.” 

The Mohawk’s crew kicked off the deployment with a biannual
shipboard training cycle off the coast Jacksonville, Florida.
During a compressed week-long evaluation period, Mohawk’s crew
demonstrated  their  knowledge  and  skills  by  completing  76
drills in the areas of damage control, navigation, seamanship,
naval warfare, communications, medical response, engineering
casualties and force protection. The crew’s efforts resulted
in  an  average  drill  score  of  96  percent,  demonstrating
excellence in all warfare areas. 

While underway, the Mohawk’s crew completed aviation, damage
control, engineering, seamanship and navigation training to
maintain operational readiness and prepare for future multi-
mission deployments. 

The Mohawk’s crew also located, and successfully freed, a
green sea turtle trapped in fishing gear off the coast of
Central America. 

The Mohawk is the last built of the 270-foot Famous-class
cutters, commissioned in March 1991 and homeported in Key
West, Florida. 


