
First  MQ-4C  Triton  with
Multi-Intelligence  Upgrade
Delivered to the Navy 

A Northrop Grumman Corp. MQ-4C Triton takes to the skies over
the  California  desert  as  the  Triton  low-rate  initial
production schedule progresses. Known as B8, this is the first
production Triton to be upgraded to the multi-intelligence
configuration  to  meet  the  Navy’s  critical  maritime
intelligence,  surveillance,  reconnaissance  and  targeting
needs. B8 was delivered to Naval Air Station Patuxent River,
Maryland, on Feb. 1.
ARLINGTON, Va. — The first production MQ-4C Triton unmanned
aerial  vehicle  to  be  upgraded  to  the  multi-intelligence
configuration was delivered to the U.S. Navy at Naval Air
Station Patuxent River, Maryland, on Feb. 1, Northrop Grumman
said in a release. 

The MQ-4C’s new configuration Integrated Functional Capability
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Four is designed to bring an enhanced multi-mission sensor
capability  as  part  of  the  Navy’s  Maritime  Intelligence,
Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Targeting transition plan.  

The  Triton,  designated  B8  by  the  manufacturer,  Northrop
Grumman, went through a 30-month modification period to the
new configuration.  

The two MQ-4Cs currently deployed to Guam for the U.S. 7th
Fleet’s Task Force 72 by Unmanned Patrol Squadron 19 (VUP-19)
as part of the early operational capability deployment are in
the baseline IFC-3 configuration.  

The  Triton  in  the  IFC-4  configuration  is  designed  to
complement the Navy’s P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft
and eventually will enable the Navy to retire its EP-3E Orion
electronic  reconnaissance  aircraft.  The  initial  operational
capability for the Triton will be declared in 2023 when IFC-4-
configured Tritons are deployed in one complete orbit. The
Navy plans to deploy Triton to five orbits worldwide. 


