General Dynamics NASSCO
Christens & Launches the USNS
Robert F. Kennedy (T-AO 208)
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SAN DIEGO — General Dynamics NASSCO christened and launched
the future USNS Robert F. Kennedy (T-AO 208), the fourth ship
for the U.S. Navy’'s John Lewis-class fleet oiler program,
today. House Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi served as the
principal speaker at the ceremony, with additional remarks
from Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Carlos Del Toro and NASSCO
representatives. As 1is tradition, the ship’s sponsor and
daughter of the namesake, the Honorable Kathleen Kennedy-
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Townsend, christened the ship by breaking a champagne bottle
alongside the hull.

“As did 1its namesake, this vessel represents courage and
strength. The shipbuilders of NASSCO are proud to have ensured
the legacy of Robert F. Kennedy will live on in this ship,”
said David Carver, president of General Dynamics NASSCO. “On
behalf of the 48-hundred employees of General Dynamics NASSCO,
I am proud to present the USNS Robert F. Kennedy for
christening to our sponsor the Honorable Kathleen Kennedy-
Townsend.”

The ship honors Robert F. Kennedy, a U.S. Navy veteran who
served as U.S. attorney general from 1961 to 1964 and as U.S.
senator for New York from 1965 to 1968. As attorney general,
Kennedy battled against organized crime and fought for African
American civil rights. During his time in the Senate, he
continued his advocacy for human rights and the underserved.

General Dynamics NASSCO was awarded a contract to design and
build the first nine ships of the next generation of fleet
oilers, the John Lewis-class (T-AO 205). Designed to transfer
fuel to U.S. Navy carrier strike group ships operating at sea,
the 742-feet vessels have a full load displacement of 49,850
tons, with the capacity to carry 157,000 barrels of oil, a
significant dry cargo capacity, aviation capability, and can
sall at a speed of up to 20 knots. The first two ships in the
class, the USNS John Lewis (T-AO 205) and the USNS Harvey Milk
(T-AO 206) have been delivered to the Navy. The future USNS
Earl Warren (T-AO 207), the future USNS Lucy Stone (T-AO 209),
and the future USNS Sojourner Truth (T-AO 210) are currently
under construction.

General Dynamics NASSCO specializes in the design and
construction of Navy and commercial ships and 1is a major
provider of repair services for the U.S. Navy, with
capabilities in San Diego; Norfolk, Virginia; Mayport,
Florida; and Bremerton, Washington. More information about



General Dynamics NASSCO is available at www.nassco.com.



