HII Hosts United Kingdom
Defense Leaders at Newport
News Shipbuilding

HII hosted United Kingdom defense leaders at the company’s
Newport News Shipbuilding division on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024.
Adm. William Houston, director of the U.S. Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program, accompanied them (Photo by Ashley
Cowan/HII).

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., Nov. 01, 2024 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE:
HII) hosted United Kingdom defense leaders at the company’s

Newport News Shipbuilding division Tuesday.

Madelaine McTernan, chief of defence nuclear at the Ministry
of Defence, led the U.K. delegation. Adm. William Houston,
director of the U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program,
accompanied them.

“It was an honor to welcome the United Kingdom delegation to
the shipyard and share best practices as we strengthen our
partnership,” NNS President Jennifer Boykin said. “We
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appreciate every opportunity to demonstrate the pride and
commitment our shipbuilders have for building the nuclear-
powered vessels our U.S. Navy needs to protect freedom and
prosperity around the world.”

“I am grateful for this opportunity to visit our partners in
the United States and see the expertise on display today,”
McTernan said. “This visit comes following the renewal of the
1958 Mutual Defence Agreement which shows our commitment to
strengthening our bilateral relationship with our trusted
partner, as we look to how we can safeguard our nation’s
security in an increasingly challenging world.”

“The 1958 Mutual Defense Agreement is a cornerstone of our
collective security, underscoring the profound trust and
collaboration between the United States and the United
Kingdom,” Houston said. “Over the past 65 years, our
partnership with the UK, our shipbuilders and our suppliers,
has not only strengthened our undersea capabilities but has
also ensured the safety and stability of our nations in an
increasingly complex global environment. Together, we uphold
the principles of freedom and security, and our shared
commitment to safe and effective naval nuclear propulsion
remains a testament to the enduring bond between our navies.”

NNS is the United States’ sole designer, builder and refueler
of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and one of only two
shipyards capable of designing and building nuclear-powered
submarines.



