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TAMPA, Fla. — In the past 24 hours, U.S. Central Command
(USCENTCOM) forces conducted a self-defense engagement,
destroying three Iranian-backed Houthi uncrewed surface
vessels (USVs) in the Red Sea.

It was determined the USVs presented an imminent threat to
U.S. and coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the region.
These actions were taken to protect freedom of navigation and
make international waters safer and more secure.

This continued malign and reckless behavior by the Iranian-
backed Houthis threatens regional stability and endangers the
lives of mariners across the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.
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