
Marine Corps to Retire Last
AV-8B Harrier IIs in June

AV-8Bs of VMA-223 seen in flight in April 2023. (Marine Corps
photo by Staff Sgt. Theodore Bergan)
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Marine Corps plans to retire its
last  Boeing  AV-8B  Harrier  II  vertical-takeoff  and  landing
attack jets this summer, according to the 2026 Marine Corps
Aviation Plan released Feb. 10, 2026. 

The Corps operates only one remaining Marine attack squadron
(VMA), VMA-223, which is based at Marine Corps Cherry Point,
North Carolina. The squadron will conduct the last flight of a
Harrier on June 3, during a series of ceremonies scheduled for
June 1 through June 5. 

VMA-223 currently has a detachment of AV-8Bs assigned to the
22nd  Marine  Expeditionary  Unit  deployed  on  board  the
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amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7). The Iwo Jima has
been  operating  in  the  U.S.  Southern  Command’s  area  of
responsibility in support of Operations Southern Spear and
Absolute Resolve. This is the last scheduled deployment of the
AV-8B. 

VMA-223  is  scheduled  to  be  redesignated  a  Marine  fighter
attack squadron in fiscal 2027 as it trains to fly the F-35B
Lightning II short takeoff/vertical landing strike fighter. 

The Marine Corps began flying Harriers in 1971, beginning with
the AV-8A and later AV-8C versions. The much-improved AV-8B
Harrier II version entered service in January 1985. Further
upgrades resulted in the night-attack AV-8B(NA) version, with
many further upgraded with radar as the AV-8B Harrier II Plus
version. 

AV-8Bs  served  in  numerous  combat  operations,  including
Operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield, Operation Allied
Force, Operation Odyssey Dawn, Operations Enduring Freedom and
Iraqi  Freedom,  Operations  Inherent  Resolve  and  Resolute
Support, and most recently in Operation Southern Spear. 

“Equipped with precision-guided munitions (PGMs), an advanced
LITENING  targeting  pod,  and  LINK-16,  the  Harrier  has  a
distinguished  legacy  of  destroying  surface  targets  and
escorting friendly aircraft, providing the Marine Corps with a
relevant  and  survivable  fight-tonight  capability,”  the
aviation plan said. 


