Naval Surface Force
Establishes Surface Readiness
Group in San Diego

Release from Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific

Fleet
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By Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

14 December 2023

SAN DIEGO — Naval Surface Forces established Naval Surface
Readiness Group (SURFGRU) Southwest at Naval Base San Diego
Dec. 14.

The ceremony marked the formal establishment of SURFGRU
Southwest, which joins Surface Readiness Groups previously
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established in Japan, Hawaii, Norfolk and Mayport. SURFGRUs
will ultimately operate from each fleet concentration area
with a mission focus on force generation and preparing more,
ready ships for on-time maintenance execution.

“The establishment of Surface Readiness Groups is ultimately
about the readiness of our force and achieving our North Star
objective of 75 mission capable ships,” said Rear Admiral
Yvette Davids, Acting Commander, Naval Surface Forces. “These
commands will help prepare the Surface Force for the high-end
fight.”

The North Star goal is an objective set by the Naval Surface
Force to have 75 mission-capable ships available on any given
day.

The establishment of SURFGRU Southwest, and each of the
SURFGRUs 1in fleet concentration areas, provides a single
accountable commander with a team of readiness and training
experts that focus on force generation in support of
operational commanders.

“This investment is for our ships to become more ready and
more lethal,” said Capt. Gil Clark, inaugural commander of
Naval Surface Group Southwest. “That lethality comes from the
readiness we will generate-readiness allowing our ships to
answer any call our nation and our leaders require.”

SURFGRUs will play an integral role in achieving North Star 75
goal by spearheading maintenance for ships on the waterfront
during their workups. This force generation focus by SURFGRUs
will enable destroyer and amphibious squadrons to focus more
on operations and tactics. This delineation of responsibility
will ultimately provide more effective workup phases for
ships, resulting in better prepared Sailors and units for
future deployments.



The mission of CNSP is to man, train, and equip the Surface
Force to provide fleet commanders with credible naval power to
control the sea and project power ashore.

For more news from Naval Surface Forces,

visit Www.Surfpac.Navy.Mil/ and Www.Dvidshub.Net/Unit/COMNAVSU
RFPAC.
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