
Navy  Announces  Commissioning
Date  for  the  Future  USS
Richard M. McCool Jr

By Karli Yeager, Naval Surface Forces Public Affairs, 20 May
2024 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif.  —  The  U.S.  Navy  has  approved  the
commissioning date for the future USS Richard M. McCool Jr.
(LPD 29). 
 
The Navy will commission Richard M. McCool Jr., an amphibious
transport  dock,  September  7,  2024  at  Naval  Air  Station
Pensacola in Pensacola, Florida. 
 
The naming of LPD 29 honors U.S. Navy Capt. Richard M. McCool
Jr., who was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1945 for the
heroism he displayed after his ship was attacked by kamikaze
aircraft in the Battle of Okinawa. Despite suffering from
shrapnel wounds and painful burns, he led efforts to battle a
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blazing fire on his ship and rescue injured sailors. LPD 29
will be the first of its name. 
 
Richard M. McCool Jr. is co-sponsored by Shauna McCool and
Kate Oja, granddaughters of the ship’s namesake. As the co-
sponsors, McCool and Oja lead the time-honored Navy tradition
of giving the order during the ceremony to “man our ship and
bring her to life!” At the moment, the commissioning pennant
is hoisted and Richard M. McCool Jr. becomes a proud ship of
the fleet. 
 
Richard M. McCool Jr. will be the Navy’s 13th San Antonio-
class amphibious transport dock ship. 
 
Amphibious transport docks are used to transport and land
Marines, their equipment, and supplies by embarked Landing
Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) or conventional landing craft and
amphibious assault vehicles (AAV) augmented by helicopters or
vertical take-off and landing aircraft (MV-22). These ships
support  amphibious  assault,  special  operations,  or
expeditionary warfare missions and serve as secondary aviation
platforms for amphibious operations. 


