
Navy  Orders  First  Lot  of
AARGM-ER Missiles

The  Navy’s  Advanced  Anti-Radiation  Guided  Missile-Extended
Range (AARGM-ER) completes its first live fire event July 19
off the coast of Point Mugu Sea Test Range in California. U.S.
NAVY
ARLINGTON, Va. — The Navy has ordered the first lot of Navy’s
AMG-88G  Advanced  Anti-Radiation  Guided  Missiles  –  Extended
Range  (AARGM-ER)  following  approval  from  the  Defense
Department.  

Naval  Air  Systems  Command  Awarded  Alliant  Techsystems
Operations — a wholly owned subsidiary of Northrop Grumman
Defense Systems — a $41.2 million firm-fixed-price contract
for  low-rate  initial  production  lot  1  of  the  AARGM-ER,
according  to  a  Sept.  14  Defense  Department  contract
announcement.   

“This contract provides for the production and delivery of 16
AGM-88G AARGM-ER All Up Rounds, six AGM-88G AARGM-ER Captive
Air Training Missiles, four Common Munitions BIT Reprogramming
Equipment Plus interface devices, initial spares, and required
supplies and support,” the announcement said. 

The AARGM-ER received Milestone C approval on Aug. 23. 

The AGM-84G AARGM-ER, designed to attack hostile emitters,
particularly radars that guide surface-to-air missiles, is a
development of the AGM-84E AARGM that has been in service
since 2012 with the role of destruction of enemy ground-based
air defenses. The ER missile is considerably different in
planform and appearance than the basic AARGM. The ER version
is slightly shorter (160 inches versus 14 inches) than the
basic AARGM but has a larger diameter (11.5 inches versus 10
inches) and is controlled by its tailfins rather than fins at
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the mid-body. The ER features a new rocket motor that takes up
more of the length of the missile and is equipped with a new
warhead. The aerodynamic characteristics of the ER plus its
larger motor give the missile twice the tactical range in the
same amount of time.   

The AARGM-ER will be carried on Navy F/A-18E/F Super Hornet
strike fighters and EA-18G Growler electronic attack aircraft.
The missile also is sized to eventually be carried in the
weapons bay of F-35A and F-35C Lightning II strike fighters
and on wing stations of the F-35B version.  

The  Navy  plans  to  continue  captive  and  live-fire  flight
testing  of  the  AARGM-ER  through  2022.  Initial  operational
capability is planned for 2023. 


