Navy to Pursue a Block Buy of
4 Amphibious Warfare Ships

August 15, 2024
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

WASHINGTON — The secretary of the Navy has notified
Congressional leaders that the Navy will pursue a block buy of
four amphibious warfare ships — one America-class amphibious
assault ship (LHA) and three San Antonio-class amphibious
transport dock ships (LPDs) — through fiscal year (FY) 2029.

The move potentially would save U.S. taxpayers “nearly $1
billion through additional efficiencies,” said U.S. Senator
Roger Wicker, R-Mississippi, the highest-ranking Republican on
the Senate Armed Services Committee, who released the
following statement in response:

“Today is a great day for American shipbuilding and our Navy'’s
ability to deter China in the years ahead,” Wicker said. “As I
have long noted — including in my recent “Peace Through
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Strength” report — the multi-ship buy of warships is a cost-
effective way to provide stability for the industrial base on
key shipbuilding programs. I look forward to seeing these
contracts through to their execution, and I believe that
additional benefits could be obtained if we increase funding
for material procurement in bulk.”

Specifically, the block-buy would encompass the following
ships:

= LPD 33 in FY25

«LPD 34 in FY27

 LHA 10 in FY27

= LPD 35 in FY29

Paul Roden, chairman of the Amphibious Warfare Industrial Base
Council, issued the following statement regarding the block-
buy decision:

“Today is a historic day for the amphibious warship industrial
base. Our suppliers have been advocating for a multi-ship buy
for years. So, we are thrilled to see lawmakers, the Navy and
Marine-Corps listen to our concerns and reach this deal, which
will provide the predictable funding that our suppliers
urgently need. Not only will this block buy save the
taxpayers nearly $1 billion, but it will provide over 650
companies across 39 states with the stability we need to
invest in our skilled workforce, get ahead of inflation and
ensure on time deliveries. The companies of the amphibious
warship industrial base are extremely proud of their
contributions to our national security and will deliver the
highest quality parts and services for these future amphibious



warships.”

The three LPDs would be built in the Block II configuration,

which features the Raytheon-built SPY-6(V)2 Enterprise Air-
Search Radar.

The four ships in the procurement would be built at the HII
Ingalls Shipbuilding shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi.



