
Patrol  Ship  USS  Tempest
Decommissioned in Bahrain 

Patrol coastal ship USS Tempest (PC 2) transits the Arabian
Gulf, July 20, 2021. U.S. ARMY / Spc. Joseph DeLuco
ARLINGTON, Va. — The coastal patrol ship USS Tempest (PC 2)
was decommissioned in ceremonies held March 7 at Naval Support
Activity Bahrain after 29 years of service. 

The Tempest, the oldest serving PC, is the third PC of the
U.S. 5th Fleet to be decommissioned this year. Its retirement
was preceded in February by USS Firebolt and USS Typhoon. Lt.
Cmdr.  Matthew  J.  Intoccia  was  Tempest’s  last  commanding
officer. Seven PCs remain in service in the 5th Fleet. 

The 179-foot-long Tempest was built by Bollinger Shipyards in
Lockport, Louisiana, and was commissioned Aug. 21, 1993. After
serving off Haiti in 1994 in support of Operations Uphold
Democracy  and  Restore  Democracy.  After  9/11,  the  Tempest
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patrolled  the  coast  of  the  United  States  in  support  of
Operation Noble Eagle. 

With  the  Coast  Guard  needing  more  capacity  for  maritime
security patrols, the Navy transferred five PCs to the Coast
Guard,  first  in  an  “in  commission,  special”  status,  then
decommissioned for full transfer to the Coast Guard. Tempest
became WPC 2 on 1 October 2004. The ship was returned to the
Navy on Aug. 22, 2008, and recommissioned into the Navy’s
fleet as PC 2 on Aug. 23. 2008. The Tempest had been assigned
to the 5th Fleet since 2013.  

In an interview published on the 5th Fleet website, Intoccia
said the “capstone of my time on Tempest is undoubtedly our
last patrol. I consider it a culmination of all the hard work
and dedication over our past 18 months. Together, with our
battle buddy USS Typhoon and our embarked U.S. Coast Guard
team, we conducted multiple interdictions with a high seizure
yield.  In  my  opinion,  we  reached  the  apex  of  the  ship’s
capability during that patrol, and I could not be more proud
of my crew’s performance. 

“I hope Tempest is remembered as a capable bastion of our
nation’s commitment to free and unimpeded navigation in the
maritime  domain,  and  for  her  rich  legacy  of  joint  and
multinational cooperation,” he said. “Small in stature and
crew but mighty in deed, Tempest has been operated by our
country’s best during 29 years of U.S. Navy service.” 


