Russia is Acute Threat, China
1s Priority Threat, Speakers
Say

Brig. Gen. Sean Salene called the United States a “Pacific
nation.” LISA NIPP

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The U.S. Defense Department will
continue to have a priority focus on China despite the global
military community’s recent attention to the war in Ukraine,
said Elbridge “Bridge” Colby, a former U.S. deputy assistant
secretary of defense for strategy and force development, in a
one-on-one April 4 discussion with U.S. Marine Corps Brig.
Gen. Sean Salene.

“The China problem remains very grave,” said Colby. “In a lot
of respects, this to me is really going to be the core of the
defense strategy going forward. We see China continue to be
named as the priority challenge. China is the long-term
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challenge, and the only one that can challenge the United
States and our interests in a really sustaining and global
way."”

As he prepared to introduce Salene, Colby posited questions
about the concept of integrated deterrence, and asked whether
the U.S. will prioritize the Indo-Pacific region and over what
time period. Overall, he said the U.S. needs a sustainable
Indo-Pacific strategy and must carefully consider the nature
of its alliances and partnerships in the region. He said the
United States must work to fully understand how to deal, for
example, with countries like India, which may have a different
perspective on Russia than does the U.S.

“What does it mean that Russia is an acute threat whereas
China is the priority threat? How are we going to go about
doing that? Or do we need to prioritize at all? Some people
are saying maybe we double the defense budget and you get out
of prioritization,” Colby said.

Salene, the director of the Strategy and Plans Division,
Plans, Policies and Operations at Marine Corps Headquarters,
said there are four overarching priorities in the National
Defense Strategy, among them “first and foremost” to defend
the homeland. Other priorities include deterring a strategic
attack against the United States and against its allies and
partners; deterring aggression from China, particularly in the
Indo-Pacific, and then against the Russia challenge in Europe;
and building a resilient joint force and the ecosystem that
supports it inside the defense establishment.

Salene said the Indo-Pacific region is critically important to
the U.S. and its partners and allies, and the U.S. 1is
committed to helping its allies defend their own sovereignty.

“We are a Pacific nation,” Salene said. “You probably know how
much trade goes though there. You probably know the value and
the rise of Asia, and what it means to the development of the



entire world.”

He said the most important themes going forward involve the
key strategic advantages of working with allies and partners,
and the “integrated nature at which we would apply all of the
elements of our national power,” also known as integrated
deterrence.



