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Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Carlos Del Toro, visited
Marine Corps Embassy Security Group Headquarters at Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va., on May 19 to personally thank the
Marines with Marine Security Guard Detachment Khartoum for
their exceptional performance during the evacuation of the
U.S. Embassy in Khartoum, Sudan. 

The primary role of an MSG is to protect personnel, classified
information,  and  government  property  at  U.S.  diplomatic
facilities around the globe. When fighting occurred within
Sudan between two militant groups on April 15, the Marines
continued their daily duties. As the conflict drew nearer and
became more aggressive, the Marines received their orders to
begin preparation for an evacuation. 

Throughout the operation, the Marines continued to stand both
of their posts, which are manned 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year.  Additionally,  the  Marine  standing  Post  One  provided
command and control for the evacuation and provided real-time
updates and information to and from the Chief of Mission and
embassy personnel. When the evacuation was completed on April
23, the Marines said the feeling was bittersweet. 

“It’s a humble feeling being back in the heart of it all, and
it reminds you that the greater mission of MCESG is ongoing
and we must continue to support that mission,” said Staff Sgt.
Derek  Ferrari,  the  Detachment  Commander  for  Detachment
Khartoum. “The detachment is deactivated but not disbanded
yet, and I continue to be impressed with my Marines’ ability
to remain engaged and take are of one another the same way
they did in Khartoum.” 


