Secretary of War Announces
New Flag Officer Nominations

From the Department of War, May 22, 2026

Secretary of War Pete Hegseth announced May 22 that the
president has made the following nominations:

Navy Captain Stephen W. Aldridge for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Aldridge is currently serving as
deputy director, Politico Military Affairs — Asia, Joint
Staff, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Joseph A. Baggett for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Baggett is currently serving as
commanding officer, Surface Warfare Officer School Command,
Newport, Rhode Island.

Navy Captain Sean P. Barbabella for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Barbabella is currently serving
as the physician to the President of the United States of
America, White House, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Thomas T. Bodine for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Bodine is currently serving as
chief of staff, Naval Air Forces/Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific
Fleet, San Diego, California.

Navy Captain Matthew L. Bolls for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Bolls is currently serving as
executive officer to the Director, Defense Logistics Agency,
Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Navy Captain Jeffrey P. Buschmann for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Buschmann is currently serving
as information warfare commander, Carrier Strike Group TEN,
Norfolk, Virginia.
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Navy Captain Michael S. Carl for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Carl is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations
for Fleet Readiness and Logistics, N4, Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Navy Robert R. Christian for appointment to the grade of rear
admiral (lower half). Christian is currently serving as fleet
chaplain, U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Norfolk, Virginia.

Navy Captain David S. Cox for appointment to the grade of rear
admiral (lower half). Cox is currently serving as chief of
staff, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.

Navy Captain John D. Craddock for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Craddock is currently serving as
director, Submarine Officer Career Management and Distribution
Division (PERS-42), Navy Personnel Command, Millington,
Tennessee.

Navy Captain Christopher D. Eng for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Eng is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations
for Information Warfare, N2, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain William D. Gallagher for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Gallagher is currently serving
as director, Legislative Affairs, U.S. Special Operations
Command Detachment, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Eric M. Gardner for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Gardner is currently serving as
vice commander, Naval Air Systems Command, Patuxent River,
Maryland.

Navy Captain Christopher F. Hill for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Hill is currently serving as



chief of staff, Naval Air Force Atlantic, Norfolk, Virginia.

Navy Captain Jeffrey W. Hill for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Hill is currently serving as chief
of staff, Navy Installations Command, Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Jeffrey Juergens for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Juergens 1is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program, Department of the Navy/ Department of Energy,
Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Thomas M. 0Ogden for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). 0Ogden is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet,
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Navy Captain Eric J. Rozek for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Rozek is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations,
Integration of Capabilities and Resources, N8, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain William A. Shafer for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Shafer is currently serving as
commodore, Naval Special Warfare Development Group, Virginia
Beach, Virginia.

Navy Captain Ryan Stormer for appointment to the grade of rear
admiral (lower half). Stormer 1is currently serving as
deputy lead special trial counsel, Office of Special Trial
Counsel, Washington, D.C.

Navy Captain Aaron J. Taylor for appointment to the grade of
rear admiral (lower half). Taylor is currently serving as
director for Operations, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.



Navy Captain Clifford W. Toraason for appointment to the grade
of rear admiral (lower half). Toraason is currently serving as
executive assistant to the Commander, U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command, Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii.



