U.S. Coast Guard Academy
Graduates 240 New Officers
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President Joseph R. Biden Jr. delivered the keynote address at
the Coast Guard Academy during the 140th Commencement
Exercises May 19, 2021. The Coast Guard Academy graduated 240
new officers along with seven international students. U.S.
COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Matthew Thieme

NEW LONDON, Conn. — The U.S. Coast Guard Academy graduated 240

new officers along with seven international students with
keynote speaker President Joseph R. Biden Jr. in attendance,
May 19, 2021, the academy said.

The Class of 2021 consists of 34 percent women and 34 percent
from underrepresented minority groups.

The class includes 22 African Americans who walked the stage,
which marks the largest number of African American graduates
to do so in academy history. This year also marked the second
highest number of Asian American and Pacific Islanders in a
single graduating class.

Next month, the new officers will begin to serve as leaders in
a variety of operational roles throughout the Coast Guard,
mostly in cutters.

Seven graduating international cadets from the countries of
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Georgia and will serve 1in
their respective countries of origin.

“The Class of 2021 has led the corps during a very challenging
time,” said Academy Superintendent Rear Adm. Bill Kelly. “I am
confident they are fully prepared to graduate and serve our
nation as officers in the U.S. Coast Guard.”

Founded in 1876, the Coast Guard Academy is one of the five
U.S. service academies and is ranked among the nation’s most
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prestigious and selective institutions of higher learning. For
more information, visit www.uscga.edu.
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