
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Confidence  Returns  Home
Following  62-day
Counternarcotics  Patrol  in
the Caribbean Sea 

Bales of illegal narcotics, worth an estimated $160 million,
are offloaded onto pallets by the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Confidence (WMEC 619) crew, Sept. 19, 2023, at Coast Guard
Base Miami Beach, Florida. Coast Guard and partner agency
crews interdicted the illegal narcotics during nine separate
cases in the international waters of the Caribbean Sea. (U.S.
Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Santiago Gomez)
Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, Sept. 28, 2023 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Confidence  (WMEC  619)  returned  to  their  homeport  in  Cape
Canaveral, Sept. 20, following a 62-day deployment to the
Caribbean Sea. 

From  their  homeport  in  eastern  Florida,  Confidence’s  crew
sailed  to  the  central  Caribbean  Sea  and  conducted  a
counternarcotics  patrol  with  an  embarked  helicopter  and
aircrew  from  the  Helicopter  Interdiction  Tactical  Squadron
while in support of Joint Interagency Task Force – South.
While underway, Confidence worked with air and sea assets from
partner agencies, allied militaries, and other Coast Guard
units. 

Confidence’s crew conducted four separate drug cases within a
span  of  four days  and prosecuted  an  additional  case  while
returning  to  homeport.  In  total,  these  five  interdictions
resulted in the apprehension of 15 suspected narco-traffickers
and  prevented  the  flow  of  over  6,000  pounds  of  illicit
substances, valued at over $85 million, from reaching the
United States. 

In addition to enforcing U.S. law at sea and supporting the
Coast Guard’s counterdrug mission, the crew of the Confidence
also  interdicted  an  unlawful  migrant  venture  in  the  Mona
Passage that originated from the Dominican Republic. While
protecting the sovereign maritime borders of the U.S., the
interdiction by Confidence resulted in the successful rescue
of 42 migrants aboard the makeshift vessel, which was taking
on water. 

“I  am  extremely  proud  of  the  Confidence  crew  for  their
teamwork,  devotion  to  duty  and  commitment  to  keeping  the
streets of the U.S. and our partner allies safe,” said Cmdr.
Thomas  Martin,  commanding  officer  of  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Confidence.  “Members  of  all  ranks  showcased  exceptional
professionalism  and  perseverance  over  the  course  of  this
patrol,  enabling  our  success.  I  also  appreciate  the



contributions  of  our  DoD,  DHS  and  international  partners,
making this patrol a success.” 

The seized drugs were later transferred in Miami to partner
law enforcement agencies during Confidence’s transit home. 

Confidence’s crew steamed over 9,000 miles while conducting
training, law enforcement missions, search and rescue, and
helicopter  operations  throughout  the  Caribbean  Sea
deployment.  

Confidence  is  a  210-foot,  Reliance-class  medium-endurance
cutter with a crew complement of 70. The cutter’s primary
missions  are  counter-drug  operations,  migrant  interdiction,
enforcement of federal fishery laws, and search and rescue in
support of U.S. Coast Guard operations throughout the Western
Hemisphere. 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

https://www.gocoastguard.com/
https://uscga.edu/

