U.S. Navy Exercises Option
for Second Constellation-
Class Guided Missile Frigate
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An artist’s rendering of the Constellation-class guided
missile frigate. U.S. NAVY

WASHINGTON — The Navy awarded a contract option to Fincantieri
Marinette Marine to build its second Constellation Class
Guided Missile Frigate, the Program Executive Office Unmanned
and Small Combatants (PEO USC) Public Affairs said in a May 20
release.

“The Navy Program Office is pleased to award the option for
the USS Congress (FFG 63) to our industry partner Fincantieri
Marinette Marine,” said Capt. Kevin Smith, major program
manager for Constellation-Class Frigate (PMS 515). “As the
second ship of the Constellation-Class Frigate Program, the
USS Congress will provide a highly capable, next-generation
surface combatant that our Navy and Nation needs.”

The future USS Congress (FFG 63) will be built at FMM's
shipyard in Marinette, Wisc. where preparations are being made
to begin construction on lead ship USS Constellation (FFG 62).
Like its sister ship, FFG 63 will have multi-mission
capability to conduct air warfare, anti-submarine warfare,
surface warfare, electronic warfare, and 1information
operations. Shipboard systems will include an Enterprise Air
Surveillance Radar (EASR) radar, Baseline Ten (BL10) AEGIS
Combat System, a Mk4l Vertical Launch System (VLS),
communications systems, MK110 57mm Gun Weapon System (GWS) and
added capability in the Electronic Warfare/Information
Operations area with design flexibility for future growth.

The Constellation-Class Frigate will be an important part of
the Navy’'s future Fleet. It represents the evolution of the
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Navy’s small surface combatant force with increased lethality,
survivability, and improved capability to support the National
Defense Strategy across the full range of military operations.
It will help conduct distributed maritime operations more
effectively and improve the Navy'’'s ability to fight both in
contested blue-water and littoral environments.

The acquisition process for the Navy’s Constellation Class
Frigate began in 2017. Since then, the Navy has worked closely
with industry to balance cost and capability.



