
U.S., Philippine Coast Guards
Complete  Guam  Engagements
Ahead of RIMPAC

Members of the Philippine Coast Guard’s BRP Gabriela Silang
conduct a passenger exchange with the USCGC Frederick Hatch
(WPC 1143) crew during a joint sail offshore of Guam on June
12, 2026, during a mutual exchange. The U.S. Coast Guard and
the Philippine Coast Guard completed a series of joint pre-
exercise engagements in and around Guam from June 8–13, 2026,
as  the  Philippine  Coast  Guard  offshore  patrol  vessel  BRP
Gabriela Silang transited toward Hawai’i for its first-ever
participation in the Rim of the Pacific exercise. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Seaman Anson Burgdorf)
From U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia, June 16, 2026 

SANTA RITA, Guam — The U.S. Coast Guard and the Philippine
Coast  Guard  completed  a  series  of  joint  pre-exercise
engagements  in  and  around  Guam  from  June  9–13  as  the
Philippine Coast Guard offshore patrol vessel BRP Gabriela
Silang  transited  toward  Hawai’i  for  its  first-ever
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participation  in  the  Rim  of  the  Pacific  exercise.  

“Hosting the crew of BRP Gabriela Silang here in Guam was a
privilege,”  said  Cmdr.  Grant  Johnson,  response  department
head, U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam. “Whether
we were training side by side on the water or sharing a
basketball court and a karaoke mic, our crews built the kind
of trust and friendship that lasts long after the lines are
cast off. That human connection is the heart of partnership,
and it’s what makes our cooperation at sea so strong.” 

BRP Gabriela Silang and crew arrived at Apra Harbor on June 9
and departed on June 12, conducting a pre-exercise joint sail
with  USCGC  Frederick  Hatch  (WPC  1143)  through  the  U.S.
exclusive economic zone on June 13. The port call marked the
end of the first leg of the Philippine Coast Guard’s journey
to  RIMPAC  2026,  the  world’s  largest  international  naval
exercise, hosted every two years by the U.S. Navy in and
around the main Hawaiian Islands. 

During the visit, crews from both services trained side by
side. Engagements included tours of the fast-response cutter
USCGC  Myrtle  Hazard  (WPC  1139),  a  law-enforcement  static
display and a mock security boarding aboard USCGC Oliver Henry
(WPC  1140),  and  a  small-boat  demonstration  in  Outer  Apra
Harbor  by  Station  Apra  Harbor.  Crews  also  competed  in  a
basketball  game  and  shared  an  evening  of  karaoke  aboard
Gabriela  Silang,  building  the  personal  relationships  that
underpin operations at sea. 

The engagements reflect a deepening partnership between two
longtime allies. The United States and the Philippines are
bound  by  a  Mutual  Defense  Treaty,  a  relationship  forged
through decades of shared service, including fighting side by
side in World War II. The cooperation also advances shared
interests in maritime domain awareness and security through
frameworks  such  as  the  Enhanced  Defense  Cooperation
Agreement.  



“The  pre-exercise  engagements  in  Guam  were  invaluable  in
preparing our crew for RIMPAC 2026. Training alongside our
U.S. Coast Guard partners — on the water, on the deck, and in
the  field  —  sharpened  our  readiness  and  deepened  the
interoperability that defines a true alliance. We are proud to
carry the Philippine flag into the world’s largest maritime
exercise, and we carry with us the spirit of partnership that
began  long  before  we  reached  Pearl  Harbor,”  said
Capt. Jomark Angue, commanding officer, BRP Gabriela Silang. 

BRP  Gabriela  Silang  is  a  274-foot  offshore  patrol  vessel
scheduled to take part in RIMPAC activities near Pearl Harbor
from June 22 to Aug. 2 before returning to the Philippines. 


