
UK  Royal  Navy  takes  NATO
Response  Force  Helm,  with
Carrier as Flagship

The UK Royal Navy aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales is
pictured at sea, working with NATO task groups, during the
alliance’s Dynamic Mariner exercise off the United Kingdom in
late  September  2021.  The  exercise  was  part  of  the
certification process for the U.K. taking command of the NATO
Response Force (Maritime) for 2022. NATO MARITIME COMMAND
The UK Royal Navy has taken command of the NATO Response Force
(Maritime)  task  force,  with  a  transfer-of-command  ceremony
held onboard the U.K. aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales at
HM Naval Base Portsmouth, U.K. on Jan. 11.

NRF-M command rotates annually and the U.K. has handed over
from  the  French  navy.  Under  Rear  Adm.  Michael  Utley,
commander, U.K. Strike Force and NATO high-readiness maritime
force commander, the U.K. will have the helm for 2022, with
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Prince of Wales as flagship in the role of afloat command
platform.

In the ceremony onboard the carrier, the ship’s commanding
officer, Capt. Steve Higham said as Prince of Wales begins its
service life, it was “entirely fitting that we start that
journey as a NATO aircraft carrier.” During 2022, Prince of
Wales will lead maritime task groups across the Euro-Atlantic
theatre, including in the Arctic and the Mediterranean. The
carrier will also remain at very high readiness to respond as
required to contingency operations.

Sister  carrier  HMS  Queen  Elizabeth  deployed  to  the  Indo-
Pacific during its own inaugural deployment, between May and
December 2021.

“If  [that]  deployment  was  a  manifestation  of  our  Prime
Minister’s ‘Global Britain’ vision, then Prince of Wales’ year
as a NATO command platform is a clear statement of intent by
our government of the U.K.’s equally important and steadfast
commitment to NATO,” Higham said. The U.K. is resolute and
enduring in its commitment to security, stability, and peace
in the Euro-Atlantic theater, he added.



Prince of Wales is pictured carrying the NATO roundel. The
carrier will operate as flagship and afloat command platform
for NRF-M. LEE WILLETT
Integrating  U.K.  carrier  strike  capability  with  NATO,  the
carrier and its multinational battle staff will work with
ships,  aircraft,  submarines  and  drones  from  allies  and
partners, the CO said.

In a media briefing onboard Prince of Wales prior to the
ceremony, Higham said, in the context of challenges posed by
potential adversaries, “the great advantage for us is that we
will be working with partners and allies from across the NATO
alliance, and that strength in depth is what gives us the real
edge.”

The carrier will embark airwing and other capabilities as
required for specific operations.

“My job as the CO of Prince of Wales, as the flag captain, is



to  make  sure  this  deck  is  ready  to  receive  helicopters,
aircraft and drones from across the NATO alliance, and be
ready to work alongside ships and submarines from our partners
and allies,” he said. The job of a command platform is to be
flexible and ready to respond, he added.

Higham noted that the ship had received an uplift in command-
and-control capability to enable interoperability with NATO
partners.

The 65,000-ton carrier was commissioned in December 2019, was
declared fully operational on Sept. 30, 2021, and spent much
of 2021 in operational generation for the very-high-readiness
role as Naval Response Force -Maritime flagship.


