Undersea Warriors: NATO Demos
Collaboration During Exercise
Dynamic Manta 25

By Allied Maritime Command, March 3, 2025

CATANIA, Italy — Six Allied submarines are planning to
taking part in NATO’s most advanced submarine warfare exercise
off the coast of Italy between 28 February and 14 March 25.
Exercise Dynamic Manta 25 brings surface ships, submarines,
aircraft and thousands of personnel together in the
Mediterranean Sea, where they will train, demonstrate and
refine Allied capabilities in this particularly demanding type
of warfare.

Dynamic Manta builds on the success of previous iterations,
incorporating new tactics, technologies and operational
insights, ensuring NATO’s forces remain at the forefront of
undersea warfare. The exercise prepares NATO submarine crews
to respond and adapt to any type of threat below the surface.

Hosted by Italy, the exercise was planned by NATO Allied
Maritime Command (MARCOM) based in Northwood, UK. Commander
Submarines NATO, US Navy Rear Admiral Bret Grabbe, said this
is the largest and most complex submarine exercise to take
place in the Mediterranean Sea.

“Exercises like Dynamic Manta help NATO maintain the edge when
it comes to anti-submarine warfare,” he said. “By practising
coordinated operations against both conventional and advanced
undersea threats, NATO continues to demonstrate its commitment
to safequarding the strategic waterways that connect member
states.”

For only the third time since the exercise began in 2013,
submarine assets will also work with Allied maritime Special
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Operations Forces (SOF), consolidating interoperability with
this critical asset. The capability of Allied SOF teams to
cooperate with Allied submarines from different nations
represents a force multiplier for NATO. For this iteration of
the exercise, a Greek SOF team will make a landing from an
Italian submarine to conduct its mission.

The aim of Dynamic Manta is to provide all participants with
complex and challenging warfare training to enhance
interoperability and proficiency in anti-submarine and anti-
surface warfare skills. Each participating unit will have the
opportunity to conduct a variety of submarine warfare
operations. The submarines will take turns hunting and being
hunted, closely coordinating their efforts with the air and
surface participants.

The exercise plan to involve units, sailors and airmen from
nine NATO nations.

The submarines belong to the navies of France, Greece, Italy,
Turkiye and the United States, with NATO Submarine Command
(COMSUBNATO) exercising operational control on several, as
required by the exercise scenario.

Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA) from Canada, Germany, Greece,
Portugal, Turkiye, the United Kingdom and the United States
are also planning to take part, alongside Maritime Patrol
Helicopters (MPH) from France, Italy and the US, supported by
surface ships from Greece, Italy, Spain, Turkiye and the US.

Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2) is taking part,
commanded by Turkish Navy Rear Admiral H. Ilker Avci.

As the host nation, Italy is providing support in Catania and
Augusta Harbors, the naval helicopter base in Catania, Naval
Air Station Sigonella, as well as support from Augusta Naval
Base.

Representing Italy during the exercise as the host nation



guest 1s Rear Adm. Alberto Tarabotto, Commanding Officer, 4th
Naval Division.

There are two sister ASW training events as part of
NATO’s continuous submarine warfare training and
cooperation. Exercise Dynamic Mongoose which takes place in
the cold waters of the North Atlantic, and Playbook Merlin
which takes place in the shallow waters of the Baltic Sea.

Dynamic Manta is one of nearly a dozen MARCOM-led maritime
exercises held each year in addition to numerous national
exercises, which increase readiness in defense of the
Alliance.



