
USCGC  James  Returns  Home
After  Multi-Month  Patrol,
Seizing $510M in Narcotics 

The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter James (WMSL 754) poses for
a  photo  on  the  cutter’s  flight  deck  with  contraband
interdicted during their 112-day deployment, April 8, 2025.
Crew members seized more than 44,550 pounds of cocaine and
3,880  pounds  of  marijuana  valued  at  approximately  $509.9
million intercepted in the international waters of the Eastern
Pacific Ocean. Photo credit: U.S. Coast Guard | Lt. Weston
Fortna
From U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter James
(WMSL 754) returned to their home port in North Charleston,
Saturday, following a 112-day, multi-phase deployment, where
crew  members  conducted  counter-narcotic  operations  in  the
Eastern Pacific Ocean and participated in joint exercises with
the U.S. Navy in the Atlantic Ocean.  

James’ crew spent their first two months underway in support
of Joint Interagency Task Force – South (JIATF-S) while on
patrol  in  the  Coast  Guard  11th  District’s  area  of
operations.    

Working alongside additional Coast Guard units and multiagency
partners,  the  crew  of  James  interdicted  drug  smuggling
operations in the vast ocean off the Pacific Coast of Mexico,
Central and South America. Crew member efforts significantly
disrupted illegal narcotics trafficking with 11 interdictions
at  sea,  seizing  more  than  48,000  pounds  of  illicit  drugs
valued at $510 million and apprehending 34 suspected drug
smugglers.  

Of note, crew members interdicted three go-fast vessels in a
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single day, seizing more than 13,000 pounds of cocaine and
capturing nine suspected narco-traffickers.   

On Wednesday, James’ crew and multiagency partners offloaded
the drugs at Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
During a press conference, Attorney General Pamela Bondi and
FBI Director Kash Patel delivered remarks alongside U.S. Coast
Guard and U.S. Southern Command leadership to highlight the
unprecedented collaboration between agencies and importance of
preventing these drugs from reaching America.   

While  deployed,  the  crew  of  James  partnered  with  the
Ecuadorian Coast Guard to promote regional maritime governance
and assist in combatting the international drug trade. For 30
days,  James  embarked  an  Ecuadorian  Coast  Guard  officer,
underscoring the success of the two nations’ recent bilateral
“Agreement  Between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the
Republic of Ecuador Concerning Counter Illicit Transnational
Maritime  Activity  Operations.”  It  was  signed  in  2023  and
entered in force on Feb. 23, 2024. This shiprider provision of
the agreement was enacted on four occasions, providing James
with additional authorities and a strategic edge in countering
suspected  drug  smugglers,  efforts  that  greatly  advanced
regional maritime security.   

For the remainder of the patrol, James participated in the
Carrier Strike Group 12, Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group
Composite Training Unit Exercise (COMPTUEX). COMPTUEX is the
Joint  Force’s  most  complex  integrated  training  event  and
prepares naval task forces for sustained high-end Joint and
combined combat.  

COMPTUEX  was  an  all-hands,  round-the-clock  effort  aboard
James, especially the Combat Information Center team. Within
the  exercise,  James  operated  in  a  contested  maritime
environment  alongside  the  Navy  to  meet  Fleet  Commander
requirements. The exercise also presented an opportunity for
James to display the Coast Guard’s unique capabilities and



authorities while operating alongside elements of the Gerald
R. Ford Carrier Strike Group, including USS Gerald R. Ford
(CVN 78), USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81), Carrier Air Wing
(CVW-8), and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 2.  

“The Coast Guard’s integration in exercises like COMPTUEX is
so  important  because  it  simulates  realistic  threat
environments and high-stress situations, allowing members of
the  Carrier  Strike  Group  to  practice  complex  tactical
maneuvers, communication and decision-making under pressure,”
said Capt. Thomas Rodzewicz, commanding officer of James. “One
of the Coast Guard’s statutory missions is Defense Readiness.
With that comes supporting the National Military Strategy and
Department of Defense movements and operations.”  

JIATF-S, in conjunction with partner nations, works to target,
detect and monitor illicit drug trafficking within the joint
operating area. The organization facilitates the interdiction
and  apprehension  of  illicit  traffickers  to  dismantle
transnational criminal organizations while reducing the flow
of drugs to the public. Once interdiction becomes imminent,
the law enforcement phase of the operation begins, and control
of the operation shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the
interdiction and apprehension. Interdictions in the Eastern
Pacific Ocean are performed by members of the U.S. Coast Guard
under the authority and control of the Coast Guard’s Eleventh
District, headquartered in Alameda, California.    

James is one of four 418-foot, Legend-class national security
cutters homeported in North Charleston, South Carolina. The
cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-drug  operations  and
defense readiness.  

James falls under the command of U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic
Area, which is based in Portsmouth, Virginia. U.S. Coast Guard
Atlantic Area oversees all Coast Guard operations east of the
Rocky Mountains to the Arabian Gulf. In addition to surge
operations,  they  also  allocate  ships  to  deploy  to  the



Caribbean  and  Eastern  Pacific  to  combat  transnational
organized  crime  and  illicit  maritime  activity.    


