
USCGC  Waesche  Returns
Following  Multi-Mission
Arctic Patrol

Coast Guard Cutter Waesche (WMSL 751) transit the Bering Sea
during  Arctic  Edge  2025,  Aug.  10,  2025.  AE25  is  a  North
American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) and U.S. Northern
Command-led  homeland  defense  exercise  designed  to  improve
readiness,  demonstrate  capabilities,  and  enhance  Joint  and
Allied Force interoperability in the Arctic. (U.S. Coast Guard
courtesy photo) 
From U.S. Coast Guard Southwest District

ALAMEDA, Calif. – The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Waesche (WMSL
751)  returned  to  its  Base  Alameda  home  port  Oct.  10,
concluding a 105-day Arctic deployment spanning over 21,000
nautical miles.   

Waesche’s deployment underscored the Coast Guard’s commitment
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to safeguarding U.S. sovereignty, enforcing border control,
and  ensuring  national  security  in  the  strategically  vital
Bering Sea, Arctic Ocean, and along the U.S. – Russia Maritime
Boundary Line.   

Throughout  the  three-and-a-half-month  deployment,  the  crew
integrated operations with U.S. Northern Command (NORTHCOM)
and U.S. Alaska Command (ALCOM), conducting national defense
operations and enforcing maritime laws to safeguard national
sovereignty in an increasingly geostrategic Arctic.   

The  Arctic  is  a  national  priority.  The  U.S.  Coast
Guard remains steadfast in its commitment to protecting U.S.
interests in the Arctic and ensuring the safety and security
of Alaska’s maritime borders and approaches.    

Five China-affiliated research vessels operated in the Arctic
region over the summer, and Waesche was one of several Coast
Guard assets deployed to the Arctic to control, secure, and
defend U.S. territory and sovereign interests.   

In August, Waesche’s crew responded to the People’s Republic
of China Research Vessel Zhong Shan Da Xue Ji Di as it was
transiting north in the Chukchi Sea above the Arctic Circle,
after passing through the Bering Strait. Waesche and the Coast
Guard Cutter Healy (WAGB 20) patrolled the Arctic Ocean in
September supporting Operation Frontier Sentinel, an operation
that responds to adversaries operating in and around Alaskan
and U.S. Arctic waters, before responding to China’s research
vessels in the region. The U.S. Coast Guard’s responses are
intended  to  counter  malign  activities,  defend  sovereign
interests,  and  promote  maritime  conduct  consistent  with
international law and norms.     

The Coast Guard is the only U.S. surface presence in the
Arctic and works in conjunction with U.S. Northern Command and
Alaskan  Command  to  constantly  monitor  foreign
vessels operating in and near U.S. waters in support of U.S.



homeland defense and security operations.   

While deployed to the region, Waesche served as a Forward
Afloat  Staging  Base  during  NORTHCOM’s Exercise  Arctic  Edge
2025, executing  a  complex,  multi-agency  assault  of  a  mock
target  of  interest.  The  operation  showcased  seamless
integration  between  Waesche,  Coast  Guard  Maritime  Security
Response  Team  West,  U.S.  Navy  SEALs,  and  the  Alaska  Air
National Guard to rapidly respond to domestic threats.   

Waesche conducted joint operations with ALCOM and the Royal
Canadian  Navy  frigate  HMCS  Regina  (FFH
334),  demonstrating  interagency  coordination  and  a  shared
commitment to regional security during a joint patrol. The
exercise  included  a  passenger  exchange,  a  mock  boarding,
cross-deck  hoist  operations  with  Regina’s  CH-148  Cyclone
helicopter,  air  support  from  a  U.S.  Coast  Guard  C-130J
Hercules fixed wing aircraft from Air Station Kodiak and a
Royal Canadian Air Force CP-140 Aurora.   

“This deployment was a resounding success, proving the concept
of  expeditionary  logistics  in  the  Northern  Frontier  and
solidifying our partnerships with the Joint Force and key
allies,”  said  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Capt.  Tyson  Scofield,
commanding  officer  of  Waesche.  “The  underway  replenishment
with Asterix and  the  successful  barge  fueling  in  Kotzebue
represent a significant leap forward in our ability to sustain
operations  in  the  Arctic.  Our  integration  with  the  Royal
Canadian Navy, ALCOM, and NORTHCOM highlights the importance
of  peace  through  strength  to  maintain  an  Arctic  free  of
adversarial coercion.”   

Waesche successfully  conducted  the  Coast  Guard’s  first-ever
fueling at sea in the Alaskan theater with the Royal Canadian
Navy replenishment oiler MV Asterix – accomplished in 6-8
foot seas with sustained 30-knot winds. Additionally, Waesche
fueled  north  of  the  Arctic  Circle,  extending  Coast  Guard
operations into the remote Arctic environment.   
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Waesche’s crew conducted professional exchanges with Canadian
counterparts, including HMCS Max Bernays in Dutch Harbor, and
hosted personnel from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) law enforcement division, and Russian
and  Mandarin  interpreters,  further  enhancing  the  cutter’s
operational  capabilities  and  regional  understanding.  Coast
Guard Cutter Healy joined Waesche for a joint MBL patrol as
well.    

Commissioned in 2010, Waesche is one of four Legend-class
national  security  cutters  homeported  in  Alameda.  National
security cutters are 418-feet long, 54-feet wide, have a top
speed of over 28 knots, a range of 12,000 nautical miles,
endurance of up to 90 days, and can hold a crew of up to 170.
The  advanced  technologies  of  the  national  security  cutter
class  ships  are  designed  to  support  the  operations  and
missions throughout the Pacific.   


