USS Kingsville Commissioned
in Corpus Christi

Corpus Christi, Texas (August 24, 2024) The crew of the Navy’s
newest littoral combat ship USS Kingsville (LCS 36) brings the
ship to life during its commissioning ceremony in Corpus
Christi, Texas. (U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Nicholas V. Huynh)
Release from U.S. Pacific Fleet

By Lt. Brinn Hefron of Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas - The U.S. Navy commissioned
Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Kingsville (LCS
36) at the Solomon P. Ortiz Center, August 24.

In the week preceding the ceremony, the crew built ties with
their namesake city and visited the King Ranch for a luncheon
at the Henrietta Memorial Museum and a tour of the historic
ranch. The crew visited with the mayor of Kingsville, the
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ship’s sponsor, Ms. Katherine Kline, and her parents Dr. Rich
and Mrs. Sue Sugden. The U.S. Navy prides itself on a strong
tradition of the relationship between a ship and their
namesake community or family. These enduring ties at the
beginning of Kingsville’s service will strengthen bonds
between the ship and the communities of Kingsville and its
commissioning location of Corpus Christi.

Leaders and distinguished guests wished the crew of Kingsville
fair winds and following seas as they brought the ship to life
and began its commissioned service.

Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Financial Management and
Comptroller, the Honorable Russell Rumbaugh, delivered the
commissioning ceremony’s principal address. The ceremony also
featured remarks from Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for
Integration and Capabilities and Resources, Vice Adm. Brad
Skillman, United States Representatives, the Honorable Vicente
Gonzalez, Jr. and the Honorable Michael Cloud, the Mayor of
Kingsville, the Honorable Sam Fugate and the Mayor of Corpus
Christi, the Honorable Paulette Guajardo.

“A ship commissioning is one of the ways the U.S. Navy keeps
itself tied to the nation it serves. It’'s why we name ships
after cities and states. And what better moment to celebrate
our long and intimate relationship than commissioning a ship
named after Kingsville,” said Rumbaugh. “This ship will
provide maritime security in each of our fleet operations. We
in the Department of the Navy are proud of the Littoral Combat
Ships.”

During the ceremony, Kingsville'’s commanding officer Cmdr.
Ludwig Mann III, reported the ship manned and ready, and ship
sponsor, gave the traditional order to “Man our ship and bring
her to life!” Helping to welcome the ship to the fleet, T-45C
aircraft assigned to VT-21 at Naval Air Station Kingsville
flew over the ship as the crew ran aboard the ship — bringing



her to life.

“This experience is a unique one and should be cherished. You
will create a culture that I am sure will last as the
Kingsville way for decades to come,” said Skillman. “To the
triad, Cmdr. Mann, Cmdr. Kavanaugh, Command Senior Chief
Moran, I also know you and the crew are ready to get out there
and do the Navy and the nation’s business around the globe.
Tough and confident, go get them.”

The night prior to commissioning, the Kingsville Commissioning
Committee held an evening reception onboard the USS Lexington
Museum where the committee recognized the crew of Kingsville
for their service and dedication that ended with a fireworks
display.

Kingsville, the 18th Independence-variant LCS, is the first to
bear this name and pays homage to the city of Kingsville and
the King Ranch. The ship’s sponsor is a member of the sixth
generation of the King Ranch family, descendants of steamboat
captain Richard King who founded in the King Ranch in
Kingsville in 1853. The King Ranch continues to foster a
relationship with Naval Air Station Kingsville which was
founded in 1942 and is located three miles from the city’s
center.

Independence-variant littoral combat ships are fast, optimally
manned, mission-tailored surface combatants that operate in
near-shore and open-ocean environments, winning against 21lst-
century coastal threats. LCS integrate with joint combined,
manned and unmanned teams to support forward presence,
maritime security, sea control, and deterrence missions around
the globe.

The mission of CNSP is to man, train, and equip the Surface
Force to provide fleet commanders with credible naval power to
control the sea and project power ashore.



