
USS  Philippine  Sea  Departs
Naval  Station  Norfolk  On
Final Scheduled Deployment

NORFOLK, Va. (January 20, 2025) The Ticonderoga-class guided-
missile cruiser USS Philippine Sea (CG 58), departs from Naval
Station  Norfolk,  January  20th,  2024.  Philippine  Sea  will
deploy to the U.S. Southern Command Area of Responsibility
(USSOUTHCOM AOR) to support maritime operations with partners
in the region, conduct Theater Security Cooperation (TSC) port
visits, and support Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-
South) to deter illicit activity along Caribbean and Central
American  shipping  routes.  (U.S.  Navy  photo  by  Chief  Mass
Communication Specialist Evan Thompson/Released)
From U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Jan. 20, 2025 

NORFOLK,  Va.  - The  Ticonderoga-class  guided-missile  cruiser
USS Philippine Sea (CG 58) departed Naval Station Norfolk for
a  scheduled  deployment  to  the  U.S.  4th  Fleet  area  of
operations,  Jan.  20.  
 
Philippine Sea will deploy to the U.S. Southern Command Area
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of  Responsibility  (USSOUTHCOM  AOR)  to  support  maritime
operations  with  partners  in  the  region,  conduct  Theater
Security  Cooperation  (TSC)  port  visits,  and  support  Joint
Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-South) to deter illicit
activity  along  Caribbean  and  Central  American  shipping
routes. 
 
“The deployment of Philippine Sea to the U.S. Southern Command
area  of  responsibility  highlights  the  Navy’s  ability  to
generate and certify out of cycle combat-ready forces in order
to  execute  critical  missions,”  said  Adm.  Daryl  Caudle,
commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command. “The ship and crew will
play  a  pivotal  role  in  enhancing  regional  security  and
supporting  bilateral  and  multinational  efforts  to  counter
challenges  unique  to  Fourth  Fleet.  This  deployment  also
underscores  our  commitment  to  building  a  resilient  and
adaptable  force  that  meets  global  demands  while  fostering
trust  and  interoperability  with  our  global  maritime
partners.”  
 
This is scheduled to be Philippine Sea’s final deployment
after more than 35 years in service. 
 
The ship previously deployed on October 14, 2023 as part of
the Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKECSG) to U.S.
5th and 6th Fleet area of operations in support of maritime
security operations, theater security cooperation efforts, and
enhanced vigilance activities operations with NATO Allies and
Partners. 
 
“My sailors have received the highest level of training and
are fully prepared to meet the challenges of our deployment,”
said Capt. Steven Liberty, commanding officer of Philippine
Sea.  “The  vigilant  and  hard  work  of  the  War  Dogs  is  a
testament  to  the  level  of  pride,  professionalism,  and
resiliency  in  all  of  them.”  
 



U.S. 4th Fleet employs maritime forces in cooperative maritime
security  operations  in  order  to  maintain  access,  enhance
interoperability, and build enduring partnerships that foster
regional security in the USSOUTHCOM AOR. 
 
USSOUTHCOM AOR encompasses 31 countries and 16 dependencies
and areas of special sovereignty, including the land mass of
Latin America south of Mexico, waters adjacent to Central and
South America, and the Caribbean Sea. The region represents
about  one-sixth  of  the  landmass  of  the  world  assigned  to
regional unified commands. 
 
U.S.  Fleet  Forces  Command  is  responsible  for  manning,
training, equipping, and providing combat-ready forces forward
to numbered fleets and combatant commanders around the globe. 


