USS Pinckney Returns Home
After Nine-Month Deployment
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The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney
(DDG 91) returns to its homeport of Naval Base San Diego
following the successful completion of a nine-month
deployment. U.S. Navy / Mass Communication Specialist 3rd
Class Kevin C. Leitner

SAN DIEGO — Guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney (DDG 91)
returned to its homeport, Naval Station San Diego, following a
nine-month deployment to U.S. 7th Fleet and U.S. 4th Fleet
areas of operations, Oct. 5, U.S. Third Fleet Public Affairs
said in an Oct. 6 release.

Pinckney, along with a detachment from Helicopter Maritime
Strike Squadron (HSM) 75, deployed in January with the
Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group to the U.S. 7th Fleet
area of operations. Pinckney arrived in the U.S. 4th Fleet
area of operations in April to participate in U.S. Southern
Command and Joint Interagency Task Force South’s enhanced
counter-narcotics operations in the Caribbean Sea and Eastern
Pacific Ocean.

“The Sailors of Pinckney have helped make the United States a
safer place to live,” said Cmdr. Andrew Roy, Pinckney’s
commanding officer. “I thank all Pinckney Sailors and U.S.
Coast Guardsmen who overcame many obstacles to make sure
illicit narcotics will never make it into our homes, schools,
or communities.”

During their deployment, Pinckney, with its embarked U.S.
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET), recovered an
estimated 9,800 kilograms (21,605 pounds) of suspected cocaine
and an estimated 2,800 pounds of marijuana worth an estimated
wholesale value of more than $720 million. In addition,
Pinckney also conducted freedom of navigation operations and
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participated in a passing exercise (PASSEX) with the
Guatemalan navy.

“A lengthy deployment is always challenging, even more so in
the midst of a global pandemic that kept us all on the ship
for the past six months,” said Cmdr. Ryan Conole, Pinckney’s
executive officer. “Our team was able stay focused and on
mission, and we could not have done that without the support
of our families and friends back home who were also dealing
with an incredibly challenging environment on the homefront.”

Pinckney joined other U.S. Navy warships, numerous U.S.
agencies from the Departments of Defense, Justice and Homeland
Security cooperating in the effort to combat transnational
organized crime. The Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, Customs and
Border Protection, FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration, and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, along with allied and
international partner agencies, are all playing a role 1in
counterdrug operations.



