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SAN DIEGO — The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Preble (DDG 88) departed San Diego Sept. 22, 2024,
shifting its homeport to Yokosuka, Japan. The move is part of
a scheduled rotation of forward-deployed naval forces in the
Pacific a permanent change of station move for for the crew
and family members.
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Preble replaces USS Benfold (DDG 65), which will depart
Yokosuka and shift its homeport to Everett, Washington.

The forward presence of Preble directly supports the United
States’ commitment to the defense of Japan, enhancing the
national security of the United States while improving its
ability to protect strategic interests. Preble will directly
support the Defense Strategic Guidance to posture the most
capable units forward in the Indo-Pacific Region.

The United States values Japan’s contributions to the peace,
security and stability of the Indo-Pacific and its long-term
commitment and hospitality in hosting U.S. forces forward
deployed there. These forces, along with their counterparts in
the Japan Self-Defense Forces, make up the core capabilities
the alliance needs to meet our common strategic objectives.

“It has been more than four years since Preble last operated
in 7th Fleet,” said Cmdr. Paul Archer, Preble’s commanding
officer. “But Preble today is markedly different than the ship
that last left 7th Fleet. Armed with the U.S. Navy’s most
capable combat system suite, this crew is well-trained and
hungry to take our cutting-edge warship west to support
national strategic objectives. The Western Pacific is gaining
a true asset—unparalleled technical capabilities and more than
300 Sailors excited for this new opportunity.”

Preble is the sixth ship to be named in honor of Commodore
Edward Preble, an early 19th century U.S. Navy hero who served
in the Revolutionary War and launched the attack on Tripoli in
1803.

The ship was commissioned Nov. 9, 2002, in Boston and has been
homeported at Naval Base San Diego for nearly 22 years.

One of Preble’s most notable operations was its 2004 surge
deployment in support of the global war on terrorism. It was



one of several U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, and coalition ships
responsible for patrolling and safequarding the waters near
the Khawr AL Amaya and Al Basrah oil terminals in the Persian
Gulf.

The security environment in the Indo-Pacific requires that the
U.S. Navy positions the most capable ships forward. This
posture allows the most rapid response times for maritime and
joint forces and brings our most capable ships with the
greatest amount of striking power and operational capability
to bear in the timeliest manner.

The mission of Commander, Naval Surface Force, Pacific is to
man, train, and equip the Surface Force to provide fleet
commanders with credible naval power to control the sea and
project power ashore.



